THE    QUESTING    BEAST
to the doorway and suddenly left. Outside the door in the
corridor, which was filled by our silent peering irregulars,
pools of blood made a trail that ended in a cellar. There,
in a hastily dug pit, more bodies were found. Seventy-two
in all massacred in the early morning to stop a revolt that
was in the process of succeeding. There was nothing to
do, so we returned and continued the rounding up of the
Russians and the pressing of the main body away from the
town. The man who actually ordered the massacre by
machine-gun fire through the windows, and who finally
went, in himself to finish off the prisoners with1 an axe, was
discovered later hiding in a cell. A month later he was
burned alive in the very room in which he had committed
his crime.
Sniping from the roofs of the houses accounted for
several Russians, and the bodies of two young commissars
lay on the pavement entirely naked and headless, having
been surprised in their sleep by the relative of an Armenian
who had been executed by the Bolsheviks not long before.
As we were organizing ourselves in the square a body of
peasant cavalry from Sassoun galloped into the town with
the national flag at their head, and then continued their way
to the north to join the main body.
In the meanwhile the military trend of events had been
as follows. The Russian War Commissar, as soon as he saw
his outposts driven in, took his main force to the railway
station and manned a large armoured train which he
ordered away the moment the station became too hot for
him. When we arrived there we found all the other
locomotives smashed to pieces and therefore were unable to
follow. From then till the end of the month we fought
the Russians and defended Erivan, sometimes advancing as
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